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YEMEN (al-YAMAN) 

The southern corner of Arabia has been known as al-Yaman (“the South”) since long before the appearance 
of the modern state of that name. Situated in an area of strategic commercial routes, al-Yaman became the home 
of a set of developed pre-Islamic polities (Saba’, Qataban, Main, Hadramawt, Himyar) and became a bone of 
contention between the Sasanid Persian Empire and the rulers of Abyssinia in the early 7 th century. Thereafter, 
together with the rest of western Arabia, it came under the control of the Islamic Caliphate. Its relative distance 
from the centers of caliphal power seems to have allowed for the increasing presence of Sl'I agitators in the area, 
which, combined with the greater autonomy granted by the Sunni caliphs to secure the loyalty of local 
governors, encouraged the development of local states. These did not always control the entire region, as its 
geography allowed for the often simultaneous existence of rival regimes at Zabld in the Tihamah (the coastal 
plain), at Ta'izz in the southern interior, at San'a’ in the central interior, and at Sa'dah in the northern interior. 
These polities often acknowledged the suzerainty of greater regional powers in the vicinity, including the 
Fatimids, Ayyubids, and Mamluks of Egypt, and later the Ottoman Empire after 1538. 

Although many of the more significant local powers were Sunni (e.g., the Ayyubids, Rasulids, and Tahirids), 
Yemen had significant Sl r I presence throughout its history. In fact the longest-lasting dynastic sequence was that 
of the Zaydi imams , who entrenched themselves in northern Yemen in the late 9 th century, and survived, in spite 
of repeated challenges and interruptions, until the mid- 10 th century. In addition to the various foreign invasions, 
occupations, and hegemonies, the Zaydi tradition had to many internal problems, as there was no set hereditary 
principle for succession to the imdmdXc and the Zaydis found themselves as often with an imam as with two or 
three or none at all. Consequently the Zaydi fortunes fluctuated, with the imams sometimes in control of most 
of Yemen and sometimes cast out even from their own capital Sa'dah. Nevertheless, they led opposition to the 
Ottoman conquest in the 16 th and 17 th centuries, and expelled the Turks by the 1630s. But after this promising 
beginning, the QasimI line of imams declined in power during a long period of civil wars in the 18 th and 19* 
centuries. In these conditions the Ottomans began to retake possession of Yemen, starting in the 1830s, while 
the British established their protectorate over Aden. Continued opposition led by the imams led to Ottoman 
recognition of Yemen’s autonomy in 1911 and independence in 1918. The imam Yahya al-Mutawakhil declared 
himself king (malik) of Yemen in 1916, and was followed on the throne by his son and grandson. In 1961, 
shortly after his accession, Muhammad al-Badr was driven out of the capital by a republican coup. His 
supporters held out in various parts of the country until 1970. This left Yemen as two republics, one replacing 
the former kingdom, the other replacing the British protectorate of Aden. The two republics were united in 
1990. 


818—859 
859—896 
896—902 
902—911 
911—981 
981—1012 
1012—1018 
1018—1022 

1022—1060 
1060—1081 
1081—1083 
1083—1086 
1086—1088 

1088— 1089 

1089— 1105 
1105—1109 
1109—1124 
1124—1137 


Ziyadid amirs at Zabid 

Muhammad ... son of r Abd-Allah, son of Ziyad; amir of al-Yaman as 'Abbasid vassal 

Ibrahim I ... son of Muhammad 

Ziyad ... son of Ibrahim I 

Anonymus ... son of Ziyad 

Ishaq (Abu-al-Jays) ... son of Ibrahim I 

r Abd-Allah ... son of Ishaq 

Ibrahim II ... son of r Abd-Allah 

Nafis ... mamluk ofMarjan, vizier of Ibrahim II; deposed, died 1022 
Najahid amirs at Zabid 

Najah al-Mu’ayyad ... mamluk ofMarjan, vizier of Ibrahim II; 'Abbasid vassal 
(to the Sulayhids of San'a’) 

Said al-Ahwal... son of Najah; deposed 
(to the Sulayhids of San'a’) 

Said al-Ahwal... restored 
(to the Sulayhids of San'a’) 
jayyas ... son of Najah 
Fatik I ... son of Jayyas 

al-Mansur ... son of Fatik I; Sulayhid vassal 1111 
Fatik II ... son of al-Mansur 
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1137-1158 

1158— n 59 

1159 

1159— 1163 
1163—1174 

1174—1180 
1181—1197 
1197—hoi 
1101—1114 
1114—1115 

hi 5—1119 

1119—1150 

1150—1195 

1195— 1196 

1196— 1311 
1311—1311 

1311 

1311—1363 

1363-1377 

1377-1400 

1400—1414 

1414-1417 

1417— 1418 

1418- 1439 
1439 —! 44 i 
1441-1450 


1450-1454 


1443—1460 

1460—1478 


Fatik III ... son of Muhammad, son of Fatik I; deposed, died 1158 
(to the Zaydls of Sa'dah) 

Mahdid amirs at Zabld 

'All ... son of Mahdl, son of Muhammad; allegedly a Hariji reformer 
Mandl... son of'All 

'Abd-al-Nabi... son of'All; deposed, died 1176 
Ayyubid maliks at Zabld 

al-Mu'azzam (Sams-al-Din Turan-Sah) ... brother of sultan al-Nasir Salah-al-Din of Egypt 
al-'Aziz (Zahir-al-Din Tug-Takin) ... brother of al-Mu'azzam 
al-Mu'izz (Mu'izz-al-Dln Isma'il) ... son of al-'Aziz 
al-Nasir (Ayyub) ... son of al-'Aziz 

al-Muzaffar (Sulayman) ... son of Sa'd-al-Din Sahansah, son of al-Muzaffar TaqI-al-Din 
'Umar, son of Nur-al-Din Sahansah, brother of al-'AzIz 1 ; deposed, died 1151 
al-Mas'ud (Salah-al-Din Yusuf) ... son of sultan al-Kamil of Egypt 

Rasulid amirs and sultans at Ta'izz 

'Umar I (al-Mansur Nur-al-Din) ... son of Sams-al-Din 'All, son of Muhammad al-Rasid-, 
Ayyubid vassal until 1135 

Yusuf I (al-Muzaffar Sams-al-Din) ... son of'Umar I; abdicated, died 1195 

'Umar II (al-Asraf Mumahhid-al-Din) ... son ofYusuf I 

Dawud (al-Mu’ayyad Hizabr-al-Din) ... son ofYusuf I 

'All (al-Mujahid Sayf-al-Din) ... son of Dawud; deposed 

Ayyub (al-Mansur) ... son ofYusuf I; deposed, died 1314 

'All (al-Mujahid Sayf-al-Din) ... restored 2 

al-'Abbas (al-Afdal Dirgam-al-Din) ... son of'Ali 

Isma'il I (al-Asraf Mumahhid-al-Din) ... son of al-'Abbas 

Ahmad I (al-Nasir Salah-al-Din) ... son of Isma'il I 

'Abd-Allah (al-Mansur) ... son of Ahmad I 

Isma'il II (al-Asraf) ... son of Ahmad I 3 ; deposed, died 1418 

Yahya (al-Zahir) ... son of Isma'il I 4 

Isma'il III (al-Asraf) ... son of Yahya 

Yusuf II (al-Muzaffar) ... son of al-Mansur 'Umar, son of Isma'il I 5 6 ; deposed 

• Muhammad (al-Afdal 15 ) ... son of Isma'il, son of'Utman, son of al-'Abbas; rival at Zabld 1442 

• Ahmad II (al-Nasir) ... son of al-Zahir, son ofYusuf, son of'Abd-Allah, son of'All; rival at 

Zabld 1442—1443 

Salah-al-Din (al-Mas'ud) ... son of Isma'il II; rival at Aden since 1443; abdicated 

• al-Husayn (al-Mu’ayyad) ... son of Yahya; rival at Zabld, then Aden 1451 —1454 

Tahirid sultans at al-Miqranah, Juban, and Zabld 

'Amir I (al-Zafir Salah-al-Din) ... son of Tahir, son ofMa'udah; in LahJ 1443; in Ta'izz 1454; 
abdicated, died 1466 

'All (al-Mujahid Sams-al-Din) ... brother of'Amir I; associated by 1443? 


1 Elsewhere the descent is given as al-Mu'azzam Sulayman, son of Taqi-al-Dln 'Umar, son of al-Mu'azzam 
Turan-Sah. 

2 In Egyptian captivity 1351 —1352. 

3 Elsewhere the descent is given as Isma'il II, son of 'Abd-Allah. 

4 Elsewhere the descent is given as Yahya, son of Isma'il II. 

5 Elsewhere the descent is given as Yusuf II, son of al-Mansur, son of'Umar, son of al-'Abbas. 

6 Elsewhere the title is given as al-Mufaddal. 
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1478 — 1489 
1489-1517 


847-871 

871—881 

881—891 

891 

891—901 

901-915 

915-944 

944-963 

963-997 

997-1047 


1047—1067 
1067—1086 
1086—1091 
1091—1099 
1099—1138 


1099—1109 
1109—1111 
1111—1116 
1116—1114 
1114—1133 
1133-1139 
1139 
1139—1161 
1161—1174 


897-911 


911-913 

913-934 

934-976 


'Abd-al-Wahhab (al-Mansur Taj-al-Dln) ... son of Dawud, brother of'All 
'Amir II (al-Zafir Salah-al-Dln) ... son of'Abd-al-Wahhab 7 

(to the Mamluks of Egypt 1517; to the Ottoman Empire 1517; to the Zaydls 1635; to Egypt 
1818; to the Zaydls 1840; to the Ottoman Empire 1849; to Asir 1915; to Yemen 1915) 

Yu'firid amirs at San a’ 

Yu'fir ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman al-Hiwall; 'Abbasid vassal; abdicated, died 881: 

Muhammad ... son of Yu'fir 

Ibrahim ... son of Muhammad; associated 876; expelled 
'Abd-al-Qadir ... son of Ahmad, son of Yu'fir 
As'ad ... son of Ibrahim 8 
(to the Zaydls 901; to the Qarmatls 911) 

As'ad ... restored 

Muhammad ... son of Ibrahim 

'Abd-Allah ... son of Qahtan, son of Ibrahim 

(anarchy) 

Sulayhid amirs at San'a’ and (after 1087) Du Jiblah 

'All I (Abu-Kamil) ... son of Muhammad al-Sulayhl; Fatimid vassal 9 

Ahmad, al-Mukarram ... son of'All I; abdicated, died 1091 

'All II, al-Asgar ... son of Ahmad 

Saba’, al-Mansur ... son of Ahmad, son of al-Muzaffar, son of'All I 

Arwa, al-Sayyidah ... daughter of Ahmad, son of Ja'far, son of Musa, brother of'All I; widow 
of Ahmad and Saba’ 

(to the Zuray'ids of Aden 1138; to the Ayyubids 1174) 

Hamdanid sultans at San'a’ 

Hatim I ... son of al-GasIm al-MugallasI; Fatimid vassal 

'Abd-Allah ... son of Hatim I 

Ma'n ... son of Hatim I; deposed 

Hisam ... son of al-Qubayb, son of Rusah 

al-Humas ... brother of Hisam 

Hatim II ... son of al-Humas 

Muhammad ... son of Hatim II; deposed 

Hatim III (Hamid-al-Dawlah) ... son of Ahmad, son of'Imran; Zaydi vassal 1150 
'All, al-Wahid... son of Hatim III; deposed 

• Muhammad ... son of al-Humas; rival at San'a’ 1161 

(to the Ayyubids 1174; to the Rasulids 1119; to the Zaydls 1381) 

Zaydi (Rassid) imams at Sa'dah 

Yahya al-Hadi ... son of al-Husayn, son of al-Qasim al-Rassi , son of Ibrahim, son of Isma'il al- 
Dibdj, son of Ibrahim al-Jamr, son of al-Hasan al-Mutannd , son of the caliph al-Hasan, 
son of the caliph 'All 

Muhammad al-Murtada ... son of Yahya al-Hadi; abdicated, died 911 
Ahmad al-Nasir ... son ofYahya al-Hadi; Yu'firid vassal 934 
Yahya al-Mansur ... son of Ahmad al-Nasir 

• Husayn al-Muntahab ... son of Ahmad al-Nasir; rival 934—936 


7 A few Tahirids continued to resist in the highlands in 1518—1538, including among others Ahmad, son of 
'Amir II, and 'Amir III, brother of 'Abd-al-Wahhab. 

8 Effectively replaced by the 'Abbasid governor 'All b. al-Husayn in 895—898. 

9 The date of'All’s death is not completely certain: it may have been in 1081 rather than 1067. 
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976—IOII 


IO13 —1035 
1035 — 1040 

1040—1055 

1055 — 1060 

1060— 1061 

1061— 1138 
1138 — 1171 

1171 —1187 

11 87—1117 

1117—1148 

1148 — 1158 


1158 — 1161 
1161—1171 

1171—1176 

1176—1198 

1198 — 1317 
1318 — 1319 
1319-1348 


1349 - 1350 

1350- 1371 
I371-I39I 
I 391 —I 391 

1391-1437 

1437-1475 


1475-1495 


• al-Qasim al-Muhtar ... son of Ahmad al-Nasir; rival 934—957 
Yusuf al-Da'I... son of Yahya al-Mansur; deposed, died 1013 

• al-Qasim al-Mansur, al-'Iydni ... son of 'All, son of 'Abd-Allah, son of Muhammad, son of al-Qasim 

al-Rassi ; rival 999—1003 

• al-Husayn al-Mahdl ... son of al-Qasim al-Mansur; rival 1003 —1013 
(no imam ) 

Abu-Hasim al-Hasan ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman, son of Yahya, son of'Abd-Allah, brother of 
Yahya al-Hadi 

Abu-al-Fath al-Nasir, al-Daylami ... son of al-Husayn, son of Muhammad, son of'Isa, son of 
Muhammad, son of 'Abd-Allah, son of Ahmad, son of 'Abd-Allah, son of 'All, son of al- 
Hasan, son of Zayd, son of the caliph al-Hasan, son of the caliph 'All; rival since 1038 
(no imam ) 

Hamzah ... son of Abu-Hasim al-Hasan; acting imam ; deposed, died 1066 
(to the Sulayhids 1061; to the Hamdanids 1099) 

Ahmad al-Mutawakkil... son of Sulayman, son of Muhammad, son of al-Mutahhar, son of 
'All, son of Ahmad al-Nasir 
(to the Hamdanids 1171; to the Ayyubids 1174) 

'Abd-Allah al-Mansur ... son of Hamzah, son of Sulayman, son of Hamzah, son of'All, son of 
Hamzah 

Najm-al-Dln Yahya al-Hadi ... son of Muhsin, son of Yahya, son of Yahya, son of al-Nasir, son 
of 'Abd-Allah, son of Muhammad, son of al-Qasim al-Muhtar 

• 'Izz-al-Din Muhammad al-Nasir ... son of 'Abd-Allah al-Mansur; rival 1117—1116 
Ahmad al-Mahdl I, al-Muti ’... son of al-Husayn, son of Ahmad, son of al-Qasim, son of 

'Abd-Allah, son of al-Qasim, son of Ahmad, son of Ismail, son of Abu-al-Barakat, son of 
Ahmad, son of al-Qasim, son of Muhammad, son of al-Qasim al-Rassi 

• Sams-al-Dln Ahmad al-Mutawakkil ... son of'Abd-Allah al-Mansur; rival 1154—1161 
Yahya ... son of Muhammad al-Sirdji, descendant of Abu-al-Fath al-Nasir 

al-Hasan al-Mansur ... son of Badr-al-Dln Muhammad, son ofTaj-al-Dln Ahmad, son of 
Yahya, son of Yahya, son of al-Nasir, son of'Abd-Allah, son of Muhammad, son of al- 
Qasim al-Muhtar; deposed, died 1185 
Ibrahim al-Mahdl ... son of Taj-al-Din Ahmad 

al-Mutahhar al-Mutawakkil I ... son of Sams-al-Dln Yahya al-Murtada, brother of Ibrahim al-Mahdl 

• Sarim-al-Din Dawud al-Muntasir ... son of'Abd-Allah al-Mansur; rival 1181 
Muhammad al-Mahdl ... son of al-Mutahhar al-Mutawakkil I 

al-Mahdl Nasir-al-Din 'All ... son of Salah-al-Din, son of Ibrahim al-Mahdl 
Yahya al-Mu’ayyad ... son of Hamzah, son of'All, son of Ibrahim, descendant of'All al-Rida, 
son of Musa, son of Ja'far, son of Muhammad, son of'All, son of al-Husayn, son of the 
caliph 'All 

• Ahmad al-Da'I... son of'All al-Fathi; rival 1319—1349 
al-Mutahhar al-Watiq ... son of Muhammad al-Mahdl 
'All al-Mahdl ... son of Muhammad al-Mahdl 
Salah-al-Din Muhammad al-Nasir ... son of'All al-Mahdl 

Ahmad al-Mahdl II ... son of Yahya al-Murtada, son of Mufaddal, son of al-Mansur, son of 
Mufaddal, son of al-HaJja), son of'All, son of Yahya, son of al-Qasim, son of al-Da'I 
Yusuf; deposed, died 1437 

'All al-Mansur ... son of Salah-al-Din Muhammad al-Nasir; rival since 1391 

• al-Hadi 'All... son of al-Mu’ayyad, descendant of Yahya al-Mansur; rival 1393 — 1417 
al-Mutahhar al-Mutawakkil II ... son of al-Nasir Salah-al-Din Muhammad; at Damir 

• Salah-al-Din al-Mahdl ... son of'All al-Mansur; rival at San'a’ 1437—1446 

• al-Mansur al-Nasir ... son ofMuhammad, son of'All al-Mansur; rival 1439—1461 

• Muhammad al-Mu’ayyad ... son of al-Mansur al-Nasir; rival 1461—1503 
'Izz-al-Din al-Hadi... son of al-Hasan, son of'All al-Hadi 
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1495-1513 

1513-1547 

1 547-1 572 - 

1579-1585 

1585-1597 


• al-Mansur Muhammad ... son of'All al-Wasali\ rival at San'a’ 1476—1505 
al-Hasan al-Nasir I ... son of r Izz-al-Din al-Hadi 

al-Mutawakkil Saraf-al-Din Yahya ... son of Sams-al-Din, son of al-Mahdi Ahmad; rival since 1506; 
deposed, died 1558 

Fahr-al-Din al-Mutahhar ... son of al-Mutawakkil Saraf-al-Din Yahya; acting imam; Ottoman 
vassal 1547—1565 

al-Hasan al-Nasir II ... son of'All, son of Dawud, descendant of 'All al-Hadi; deposed 
(to the Ottoman Empire; San c a’ under Ottoman control 1570—1638) 


1597—1610 

1610—1644 
1644—1676 

1676—1681 

1681 —1686 
1686—1716 

1716 

1716— 1713 

172-3 

1713-1717 

172-7 

1717- 1719 
1719-1748 
1748-1775 
1775-1809 
1809—1816 
1816—1835 

1835— 1836 

1836— 1840 
1840—1844 

1844— 1845 

1845— 1849 

1849— 1850 

1850— 1851 

1851 

1851— 1851 
1851—1857 


Qasimi imams at San'a’ 

al-Qasim I al-Mansur ... son of Muhammad, son of 'All al-Mu’ayyad, son of Muhammad, son 
of'All, son of al-Rasld, son of Ahmad, son of al-Husayn, son of'All, son of Yahya, son of 
Yusuf, son of al-Qasim, son of Yusuf 
Muhammad I al-Mu’ayyad ... son of al-Qasim I 
Ismahl al-Mutawakkil... son of al-Qasim I 

• Ahmad ... son of al-Qasim I; rival 1644—1645 
Ahmad I al-Mahdi ... son of al-Hasan, son of al-Qasim I 

• al-Qasim ... son of Muhammad I; rival 1676 
Muhammad II al-Mu’ayyad al-Hadi ... son of Ismahl 

Muhammad III al-Nasir al-Mahdi ... son of Ahmad I; abdicated, died 1718 

• al-Husayn al-Mu’ayyad ... son of'All, son of Isma'il; rival at Sa'dah 1709—1711 

al-Husayn I al-Mansur ... son of al-Qasim, son of Muhammad I; deposed, rival at Saharah 1716—1710 

al-Qasim II al-Mutawakkil... son of al-Husayn, son of Ahmad I; deposed 

Muhammad IV al-Nasir ... son of Ishaq, son of Ahmad I 10 ; deposed; rival 1716; died 1754 

al-Qasim II al-Mutawakkil ... restored 

al-Husayn II al-Mansur ... son of al-Qasim II; deposed 

Muhammad V al-Hadi al-Majid 11 ... son of'All, son of al-Qasim II 

al-Husayn II al-Mansur ... restored 

al- r Abbas I al-Mahdi... son of al-Husayn II 

'All I al-Mansur ... son of al-'Abbas I 

Ahmad II al-Mutawakkil al-Mahdi ... son of'All I; regent since 1808 

r Abd-Allah I al-Mahdi ... son of Ahmad II 

'All II al-Mansur ... son of r Abd-Allah I; deposed 

r Abd-Allah II al-Nasir ... son of al-Hasan, son of Ahmad, son of al-'Abbas I 12 
Muhammad VI al-Hadi ... son of Ahmad II 

• al-Qasim al-Mahdi ... son of Ahmad II; rival 1841 — 1844 
'All II al-Mansur ... restored; deposed 

Muhammad VII al-Mutawakkil ... son of Yahya, son of 'All I; deposed, died 1849 
'All II al-Mansur ... restored as Ottoman vassal; deposed 

• Ahmad al-Mansur ... son of Hasim; rival at Sa'dah 1849—1853 

al-'Abbas II al-Mu’ayyad ... son of 'Abd-al-Rahman, son of Muhammad, son of al-Qasim, son 
of Ahmad, son of Isma'll 13 ; deposed 
'All II al-Mansur ... restored; deposed, died 1870: 

Galib al-Hadi... son of Muhammad VII; fled San'a’ 

Sayh-Ahmad ... son of'All al-Hayml, wall of San'a’ 

• Muhammad al-Mansur ... son of r Abd-Allah II; rival 1853 — 1890 


10 Elsewhere the descent is given as Muhammad al-Nasir, son of al-Hasan, son of Ahmad I. 

11 Elsewhere the imam in 1717—1719 is considered to be identical with Muhammad al-Nasir. 

12 Elsewhere the descent is given as c Abd-Allah II, son of Muhammad, son of al-Qasim, son of al-'Abbas I. 

13 Elsewhere the descent is given as al-'Abbas II, son of 'Abd-al-Rahman, son of Muhammad, son of al-Husayn, 
son of al-Qasim, son of Ahmad, son oi Isma'il. 
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1857—1858 
1858 — 1860 

i860—1867 
1867—1871 
1871 — 1871 
1872—1877 
1878 — 1890 


1891 — 1904 
1904—1926 


Sayh-'Abd-Allah ... son of Yusuf; wdli ofSan'a’ 

Galib al-Hadl... restored; deposed 

• Husayn al-Mansur ... son ofMuhammad VI; rival 1859—1863 
Muhsin-Mu'in ... wdli of San'a’ 

Muhsin al-Mutawakkil... son of Ahmad al-Mansur; rival since 1853 
Galib al-Hadl... restored; deposed, died 1872: 

Muhsin al-Mutawakkil... restored; rival since 1871; deposed, died 1878 
Saraf-al-Dln al-Hadl ... son ofMuhammad, son of'Abd-al-Rahman; descendant ofYahya al- 
Mu’ayyad 

• Muhammad al-Mahdi, al-Huti ... rival 1881—1901 

Muhammad VIII al-Mansur (Ahmad-al-Dln) ... son of Hamld-al-Dln Yahya, son ofMuhammad, 
son ofYahya, son of Isma'il, son ofMuhammad, son of al-Husayn, son ofal-Qasim I 14 
Yahya al-Mutawakkil... son ofMuhammad VIII; malik of al-Yaman 1916—1948 


1916—1948 

1948 

1948-1955 

1955 

1955-1961 

1962—1970 


Kings of Yemen (al-Yaman) 

Yahya al-Mutawakkil... former imam 1904—1918; independent malik of al-Yaman 1918 

'Abd-Allah I al-Hadl ... son of Ahmad al-Wazir; deposed, died 1948 

Ahmad al-Nasir ... son ofYahya; deposed 

'Abd-Allah II ... son ofYahya; deposed, died 1955 

Ahmad al-Nasir ... restored 

Muhammad al-Badr al-Mansur ... son of Ahmad; deposed, died 1996 15 
• 'Abd-Allah ... son of al-Hasan, son ofYahya; claimant 1968—1969 
(republic proclaimed 1962) 


1080—1084 
& 1080—1110: 
& 1084—1110: 
1110:—? 
& 1110:—? 
?—:i 138 
’-1138 

•— 11 39 

1139— 1140 

1140— 1153 
1153-1165 
1165—1169 

& 1165 — 1174 
& 1165 — 1174 


1718—1741 

1742-1753 

1753-1777 


Zuray'ids at Aden ('Adan) 

al-'Abbas ... son of al-Mukarram, son of al-Di’b; Sulayhid and Fatimid vassal 
al-Mas'ud ... brother of al- r Abbas 
Zuray c ... son of al- r Abbas 
Abu-al-Su'ud I... son of Zuray' 

Abu-al-Garat... son of al-Mas c ud 

Muhammad I ... son of Abu-al-Garat 

'All I ... son of Abu-al-Garat; deposed, died 1151 

Saba’ ... son of Abu-al-Su'ud I 

'All II al-A r azz ... son of Saba’ 

Muhammad II al-Mu'azzam ... son of Saba’ 

''Imran al-Mukarram ... son ofMuhammad II 
Muhammad III ... son of'Imran 
Abu-al-Su c ud II ... son of'Imran; deposed 
al-Mansur ... son of'Imran; deposed 
(to the Ayyubids 1174; to the Rasulids 1119) 

' Abdali sultans of Lahj 

Fadl I ... son of'All, son of Fadl, son of Salah, son of Sallam, son of'All al-Sallaml al-'Abdall 
'Abd-al-Karim I ... son of Fadl I 
'Abd-al-Hadl ... son of'Abd-al-Karim I 


14 Elsewhere the descent is given as Muhammad VIII, son of Hamld-al-Din Yahya, son of Muhammad-Yahya, 
son of'All, son of Muhammad-Yahya, son of Ibrahim, son of al-Qasim II. 

15 Muhammad al-Badr lost his capital to the republican coup d’etat in 1961 but continued to control much of the 
country until 1970; since 1967, however, he had operated out of al-Ta’if in Saudi Arabia. 
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1777-1792- 

Fadl II ... 

son of 'Abd-al-Karim I 

1791—1817 

Ahmad I 

... son of'Abd-al-Karim I 

00 

h> 

00 

■ 4 *- 

Muhsin .. 

. son of Fadl II; deposed 

1839 

Ahmad II 

... son of Muhsin; deposed 

1839—1846 

Muhsin .. 

. restored; deposed 

1846 

Isma'il ... 

son of al-Hasan al-Husayni 

1846—1847 

Muhsin .. 

. restored 

1847—1849 

Ahmad II 

... restored 

1849—1866 

'All I ... son of Muhsin 

1866 

Fadl III ... 

. son of'All I; deposed 

1866—1874 

Fadl IV ... 

. son of Muhsin 

1874—1898 

Fadl III... 

. restored 

1898—1914 

Ahmad III... son of Fadl IV 

1914-1915 

'All II ... son of Ahmad II; deposed, died 1915 

1915-1947 

'Abd-al-Karim II... son of Fadl III 

1947-1951 

Fadl V... 

son of 'Abd-al-Karlm II 

1951-1958 

'All III... 

son of 'Abd-al-Karim II; deposed 

1958-1967 

Fadl VI ... 

. son of 'All, son of Ahmad, son of 'All I; deposed 


(to the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen 1967) 



